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beyond the Alps. His victory over Maxentius, in 312, gave him possession of Italy; and his subsequent defeat (323) of Licinius, left him sole ruler of the whole empire. It was during the former campaign that he is said to have seen the cross in a vision, with the words, kBy this conquer/ and so to have been converted to Christianity. In 330 he founded Constantinople, and made it the capital of the empire. He introduced a new system into the Roman empire, dividing the military from the civil administration. Consult Gibbon's Decline and Fall; Firth's Constantine the Great.

Constantine XIII., Palaeologus (1394-1453 A.D.), surnamed Dragases, the last emperor of the East, reigned from 1448 to 1453. In his day, all that remained of the empire was the city of Constantinople, with a few coast towns and islands in Greece. The end came when the Turkish sultan Mohammed besieged Constantinople, and the emperor was cut down by the Turks.

Constantine L (1868-1923), King of Greece, the eldest son of King George I. and Olga, niece of Nicholas I. of Russia, was educated by German tutors for a military career.

Santa Sophia, Constantinople. (Photo by Publishers Photo Service).

Constantine //., Flavius Claudius (312-40 A.D.), Constantine the Younger, son of Constantine the Great, emperor from 337 to 340. He governed Gaul, Britain, Spain, and part of Africa. In a war against his brother Constans to obtain the rest of Africa and Italy, he fell in battle.

Constantine VII., Flavius Porphyrogenitus (905-59 A.D.), the only son of Leo vi. and Zoe. His surname means 'born in the purple/ and , was given him because born in the purple chamber in which the empresses awaited their confinement. He is best known as an author having left books on the Administration of the Empire, on Tactics, on Strategy, and on the Ceremonies of the Byzantine Court.

In 1889 he married Princess Sophia, sister of Wilhelm n. of Germany. He commanded the Greek forces in the Turkish War of 1897 and was severely criticized for the Greek failure, but in the Balkan War of 1912-13 was acclaimed a national hero. Upon the assassination of his father, in March, 1913; he ascended the throne and greatly enlarged the area of his sovereignty. Because of his alleged German sympathies during the Great War he was forced to abdicate. Constantine was recalled in 1920. Civil and military revolts caused his second abdication (1922) and his retirement to Sicily, where he died.

Constantine, or Flavius Claudius Con-stantinus, a British soldier who in 407 A.IX